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Notes on Using the Prayer Service 
The services in this collection were designed for a variety of settings, and we encourage you to adapt them to 
your particular needs. The role of the leader can be shared by one or more persons. Some advance 
preparation such as handouts or candles may be required. For this service, ask participants to bring a token 
gift and/or letter in memory of their child. Have a table to receive these tokens and a Memorial Book on hand 
to be inscribed with names.   Suggested hymns are widely available.  

 
GATHERING SONG Song of the Body of Christ (David Haas) 
 
GATHERING PRAYER 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Response: Amen. 

Leader: Lord God, creator of life and of all that is, your compassion embraces all people. Your 
law is wisdom, freedom, and joy for the poor. Fulfill your promise of favor, that we may hear and 
believe the Gospel of Life. Anointed by your Holy Spirit, may we proclaim the sanctity of life. Grant 
this, we ask, in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

Response: Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
First Reading: (Ps 145) A reading from the book of Psalms. 

I will extol you, my God and king; 
I will bless your name forever.  

Every day I will bless you; 
I will praise your name forever.  

Great is the LORD and worthy of high praise; 
God's grandeur is beyond understanding.  

One generation praises your deeds to the next 
and proclaims your mighty works.  

They speak of the splendor of your majestic glory, 
tell of your wonderful deeds.  

They speak of your fearsome power 
and attest to your great deeds.  

They publish the renown of your abounding goodness 
and joyfully sing of your justice.  

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in love.  

The LORD is good to all, 
compassionate to every creature.  

All your works give you thanks, O LORD 
and your faithful bless you.  

They speak of the glory of your reign 
and tell of your great works, 

Making known to all your power, 
the glorious splendor of your rule.  

Your reign is a reign for all ages, 
your dominion for all generations. 

The LORD is trustworthy in every word, 
and faithful in every work.  

The LORD supports all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down.  

The eyes of all look hopefully to you; 
you give them their food in due season.  
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You open wide your hand 
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.  
You, LORD, are just in all your ways, 

faithful in all your works.  
You, LORD, are near to all who call upon you, 

to all who call upon you in truth.  
You satisfy the desire of those who fear you; 

you hear their cry and save them.  
You, LORD, watch over all who love you, 

but all the wicked you destroy.  
My mouth will speak your praises, LORD; 

all flesh will bless your holy name forever. 

The word of the Lord. 

Response: Thanks be to God.  

Pause for silent reflection. 

Second Reading: (Jn 8:2–11) A reading from the Gospel of John.  
But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area, and all the people started coming to 
him, and he sat down and taught them.   Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman 
who had been caught in adultery and made her stand in the middle.   They said to him, "Teacher, 
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery.   Now in the law, Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?"   They said this to test him, so that 
they could have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and began to write on the 
ground with his finger.   But when they continued asking him, he straightened up and said to 
them, "Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her."   Again he 
bent down and wrote on the ground.  

And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders. So he was left alone with 
the woman before him.   Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you?"   She replied, "No one, sir." Then Jesus said, "Neither do I 
condemn you. Go, [and] from now on do not sin any more."  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Pause for silent reflection. 

ACT OF OFFERING 
Leader: I invite you all, if you so choose, to come forward in memory of your unborn children. 
Inscribe your child’s name in this Memorial Book. If you have brought letters or gifts to your child, 
place them on this table. After you have done so, please remain standing around the table to 
receive a blessing.  

BLESSING 
Leader: [Lays hands on each participant’s head and blesses her individually.] 

Response: Amen. 

INTERCESSIONS  
Leader: Heavenly Father, we thank you for your mercy. We praise your kindness to us. Your 
faithful love assures us of our integrity and purpose.  

 Let us respond together: Your will be done in our lives. 

Response: Your will be done in our lives. 

 



 

Leader: 
Father in heaven, we greet you with joy, your children, the work of your hand. We 
praise your greatness, we celebrate your goodness, we welcome the good news of 
your love. For all this we pray. (Response) 

We pray for the coming of your kingdom. Set us free from fear and darkness, heal 
our brokenness, and reveal the lasting peace that is the heart of your creation. For 
all this we pray. (Response) 

Give us the wisdom to seek your will, especially when we are hurting and 
confused, misled and misdirected, or trapped by our emotions. For this we pray. 
(Response) 

We thank you for your daily gifts, which we so often take for granted: the food that 
nourishes our bodies, the experiences that nourish our minds, the love that 
nourishes our spirits, the faith that sustains us, the friends who comfort us, and the 
beauty of the world that brightens our day.  For all this we pray. (Response) 

Help us to forgive each other as you forgive us. We acknowledge our sins and we 
rejoice in the power of repentance. You wash away anger; you cleanse our hearts; 
you refresh our spirits; you awaken us from grief and silence into song. For all this 
we pray. (Response) 

Give us courage and strength, Lord. Make us bold so we may reach out to others 
who need healing. Help us to build bridges rather than walls among your children 
throughout this world.  For all this we pray. (Response) 

Leader: In thankfulness, we place our trust in you, Heavenly Father.  

Response: Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Leader: In the certainty that God's love never fails, let us go in peace. 

Response: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN You Are Mine (David Haas) 

Excerpts from the New American Bible with Revised New Testament and Psalms Copyright © 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC Used with permission.  All rights reserved.  No 
portion of the New American Bible may be reprinted without permission in writing from the copyright holder. 
 
The Catholic Conference of Kentucky (CCK) is an agency of the Catholic Bishops of Kentucky, established in 1968. It speaks for the 
Church in matters of public policy, serves as liaison to government and the legislature, and coordinates communications and activi-
ties between the church and secular agencies.  There are 406,000 Catholics in the Commonwealth. The Bishops of the four dioceses 
of KY constitute CCK's Board of Directors. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


